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INSTITUTE AIMS TO CURE DISEASE THROUGH HOME COMPUTING

Longevitymeme.org has teamed up with the Immortality Institute to offer prize money to people who contribute to the Stanford Folding@Home distributing computing project – aimed at curing disease through understanding the basics of protein folding.

In the present day, computer simulation of basic physical processes has become one of the key components scientific research, even within the fields of biology and medicine. Recently researchers have created models of human metabolism (http://www.technologyreview.com/Biotech/18142/) and models of basic cells (http://www.vcell.org/) in order to speed up the process of drug development and assist in the understanding of disease. One of the most basic elements of human development, growth, and aging is protein folding. This is the area where Stanford has stepped in with the folding@home project. Much like SETI@home, folding@home uses the resources of thousands of idle home computers. People who want to contribute, download a piece of software that runs on their computer when they are not using it. The combined result is the creation of a virtual supercomputer that researchers have at their disposal to model and understand protein folding. The results have been impressive thus far (link to results), yet more resources are needed.

In order to increase the participation in folding@home and help discover treatments for many debilitating diseases, Longevitymeme.org and the Immortality Institute have teamed up to offer a quarterly prize for the people who complete the most ‘work units’ for the folding@home project. Complete details/rules here: (link to Imminst page).

Many people feel helpless as they watch friends and family members succumb to disease. With folding@home everyone can take part in the process of discovering cures for diseases such as Alzheimer’s and cancer.
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If you would like more information about this topic, or to schedule an interview, please contact Justin Loew at 715-297-2329 or email justin@imminst.org.

